Sustainability


	What is Sustainability?

Sustainability is just one word and yet there exists over 300 definitions. 

The best-known definition of sustainability or sustainable development is the definition by  the World Commission on Environment and Development. This suggests that sustainability is defined as "forms of progress that meet the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their needs." 

The diagram (right) is a template for reporting on sustainability.

Environmental Sustainability 
	

	Environmental sustainability refers to the environmental actions or impacts of what we do. In moving towards sustainability, we are attempting to reduce our ecological footprint or to tread more lightly on the Earth. This equates to reducing the amount of resources we use (and buy), the waste we produce and the emissions we produce. 

With every action impacting on the planets ecosystems, from the local to the global, the world is changing and it is not just the climate. 

OFM is addressing environmental sustainability across the following areas: 

· Waste and recycling 

· Energy

· Water 

· Building Design

· Alternative Transport 

· Landscaping 

· Paper & Purchasing 


Source: http://www.griffith.edu.au/ofm/sustainability/content_definition.html)

