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12th March, 2010
Dear LAHC Members
I hope that those of you who are starting the new school year have got off to a good start and, of course, I trust that schools in Chile will be able to work their way back to normality as soon as possible after the recent tragic events.
I am writing to report on the progress that has been made with regard to this year’s members’ conference “Education for Sustainability, Education through Sustainability” and encourage you to start thinking about your own contribution to this event.

We have been very lucky to secure the services of Tom Jolly and David Bruggers as our guest speakers and I have been working with them to arrive at an appropriate format that will help us to move forward both at the school level and as an organisation in terms of Education for Sustainability.
Tom Jolly is a qualified teacher of Environmental, Agricultural and Rural Sciences and is the Founder and Director of Global Education for Sustainable Development (GlobalEd CIC) which works with schools in the UK and Peru influencing their own development and reducing their global impact. Professional development, curriculum design, resource and material publications, conferences, promotion, student and teacher exchanges and school links are all a feature of his work, which aims to bring schools together through mutual learning and the development of relationships. He has taught in several schools in Plymouth and has worked with a number of NGOs both in the UK and Peru around themes of sustainability.

David Bruggers is the Director of Newton College’s Amazon Field Centre in Tambopata, Peru, and is an expert in environmental education, specialising in the Amazon rain forest. The centre promotes conservation through education, research, and sustainable development.  It is located in the Tambopata National Reserve, which is one of the world’s richest ecosystems in terms of biodiversity. He has a doctorate in Ecology and Behavioural Biology from the University of Minnesota and has been Head of Science, ToK and Philosophy at different schools in Peru, as well as being IB Diploma and IGCSE Co-ordinator. In addition to his educational activities, he currently serves on the Board of “La Palabra Hecha Hombre”, a registered Peruvian association that ministers to children, adolescents, and young adults from the streets of downtown Lima.
The conference has two overarching objectives: at the LAHC level to come out with a regional (ie Latin American) strategy for educating for sustainable development, based on an agreed LAHC policy statement, and at a school level for each member of LAHC to return to their school with a strategy for change in their own community. In order to achieve this goal we will be asking members to do some preparatory work beforehand and to bring with them or send in advance examples of things that they are already doing in their schools. You will receive more on this soon from Regional Education Co-ordinators.
The distribution of sessions has changed slightly since the first letter that I sent out and I have attached the new format with this letter. There will still be a parallel discussion group on staff appraisal during the two discussion group sessions for those schools which are sending two delegates and wish to get maximum benefit from the conference, and the Saturday morning sessions are open in terms of theme, so there should be plenty of food for thought in addition to the main conference theme.
I hope this helps to whet your appetites and I encourage you, if you have not already done so, to make your hotel bookings and register the people who will be attending from your school with Luz Balboni (luz.balboni@stmatthewsnorth.com). Hotel reservation forms and information are available on the website at http://www.lahc.net/Site_2008/4_Conferences/4_2_Members_conference_2010.html
Best wishes
Alan Downie

Education Officer.
