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6th December, 2009

Dear LAHC members,

It is with great pleasure that I write to you regarding next year’s Annual Conference, which will take place in Buenos Aires in the first week of May, hosted by St Matthew’s College North under the expert guidance of Luz Balboni. The conference itself will take place from the 6th to the 8th of May but there will be other activities earlier on in the week.
We have made a few changes to the format of the conference in order to offer a variety of activities with something for everyone. I hope that this will be the most participative conference yet, with members getting ample opportunity to share experiences and ideas, and contribute to initiatives that benefit the entire membership. Additionally, we will have the LAHC orchestra accompanying our opening dinner and there will be opportunities to visit schools in Buenos Aires in the days preceding the conference for those people who are interested and who want to get full value out of their trip.

The theme for this year’s conference is “Education for Sustainability, Education through Sustainability”. As you are all aware, we face a critical period in the evolution of our planet. At four billion years old the Earth has seen a few things in its time, but never before have its inhabitants had such a direct and profound impact. The previous five major extinctions were consequences of geophysical factors but the sixth extinction – the one that will end humankind – is of our own making. As I write, world leaders are gathering in Copenhagen for a critical summit on climate change, which represents perhaps our last chance to bring things under control. By 2012, if we have not altered significantly the current trend, the problem will be out of our hands and the release of methane gas from the thawing permafrost will produce a warming cycle that is unstoppable by the human race. 

This is not scaremongering – it is the stark reality, backed up by rigorous scientific research, that the next generation faces. It is the biggest challenge that our students will have to overcome. No amount of academic success will help them if they are not able to learn what we have failed to learn – that the planet is for us to share and its resources are precious gifts that we need to care for and use wisely. We feel, very strongly, that this is a theme of the utmost importance and relevance to our schools and I hope that this conference will have an impact across Latin America, both within and beyond our school communities.

A draft programme for the conference is attached. We hope that the exact titles of sessions and the names of the speakers will be confirmed this week. You will see three types of activity: keynote addresses, discussion groups and in-house workshops. The discussion groups are a new departure and will address a particular issue over two sessions with the idea of coming out with a concrete set of proposals and/or actions which we can take back to our schools. Two of these groups will address issues related to the main theme whilst the third will address the topic of appraisal. This is a topic that has been mentioned many times in the past and we feel that offering it a as a parallel topic in the discussion sessions will enable schools that send more than one delegate the opportunity to gain more benefit from the conference.

The discussion group format is used in many academic conferences and it provides a forum for an extended and guided discussion where members of the group have the opportunity to explore a theme in more depth than would normally be possible in the break-out sessions that follow a keynote address. Many conference delegates have mentioned on the feedback form in previous years the value of sharing and discussing with colleagues and this initiative is an attempt to promote that valuable process.

The in-house presentations will take place on the Saturday morning, which will be spent in St Matthew’s College North. We have had an increasing number of contributions over the last few years and I hope that many of you will offer something this year. These sessions have no particular theme and the idea is to share with colleagues anything of interest that has happened in your school.

I hope that this gives you all a taste of what is to come and I look forward to seeing you all, and members of your senior staff, in Buenos Aires for what promises to be a memorable conference. I leave you with a few links to whet your appetites:

UK Government links

Sustainable Schools:
http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/sustainableschools/index.cfm
Communicating sustainable schools:
http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/sustainableschools/about/about_detail.cfm?id=127&levelselected=1
LAHC links

Members’ Conference section of website

http://www.lahc.net/Site_2008/4_Conferences/4_2_Members_conference_2010.html
Discussion forum on the social network

http://lahcict.ning.com/forum/topics/education-and-sustainable
November newsletter (see page 12)

http://www.lahc.net/Site_2008/9_The_newsletter/NewsLetter/N_22%20November%202009.pdf
I will be in touch shortly with more details, and Luz will also be sending details of the hotel arrangements.

Best wishes,

Alan Downie

Education Officer.
